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Gobp’s SUPREME SacRrIFICE For Y ou

The aosswas invented approximately 600yeas before Christ by the Phoenicians. It
was then adopted by the Egyptians and later the Romans who refined it and used it to
exeaute runaway slaves and their worst criminals.

Crucifixion was the most painful and shameful instrument of exeaution ever pradiced
by man. It would typicaly take between threeto seven daysto de onthe aoss
Gangrene would form in your hands and fed where rusty nail s have pierced. The pain
would be excruciating as every joint of your body felt torn apart. Deah uti mately
would come by suffocaion. Youcould na exhale withou raising your body up. And
when you dd the pain was unbeaable. In the shame of nakednessyou were exposed
to the cold at night and in the daytime you were exposed to the hed.

But what isit that makes Christ’s deah the supreme saaifice dowve dl other deahs?
Many martyrs have suffered harible deahs, somein ways that at least outwardly
appea more gyonzing than the deah o the aoss In thislesson,we will explore
these and aher questions.

1. What did the dief priestsand officers cry out when Pilate presented Christ to
them? John 195-7

Note: Pilate, who represented Rome, found nofault in Jesus, so the Jevs hadto
givea reason why theywere demandng Jesus' crucifixion. Theysaid that they
had alaw that condemned Christ to death. The law theywere referring to was

the law of blasphemy.

2. According to thelaw of blasphemy the Jews were referring to, what method of
death was gipulated? Leviticus 24:16

Note: In John 1030-33, we seethe Javstaking upstones agan to stone Jesus
when He said, “T he Father and| areone.” T his proved theywere aware that
stoning was the method d death for blasphemy.

3. Why then did the Jews demand Christ be crucified, which to the Jewswas
synonymous to hanging on atree? (SeeActs 5:30; 10:39; 13:29)
Deuteronamy 21:22, 23
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Note: When the Jews cried ou “ crucify Him” theywere nat only demandng
that Christ be put to death, bu theywere demandng that God s curse be upon
Him. To aJew when oreis hung on areethey ould na offer a prayer of
forgivenessfor all the sins he coommitted because he was foreve separated from
God. He was accursed. Thus those who seea man hangng ketween heaven and
earth, would conclude him abandored o both, and umvorthy of either. Thisis
what theywanted for Christ!

4. How has Christ redeamed us? Gaatians 3:13

Note: God made Christ to be a curse for us. He felt the guilt of the whole
world while onthat tree

5. Did Jesus know that He would haveto beaome a curse for usin order to save
us? Matthew 26:36-46

Note: God could na removethe airse from Christ because He loved us and
that was the only way He muld saveus. “ He spared nd Hisown Son, bt
delivered Himupfor usall.” T his shows us how very much the Father loves us

aswell .

6. Who raised Jesusfrom thedead? Acts 5:30; 1 Corinthians 6:14; Gaatians 1:1

Note: Jesus was totally dependent on His Father while in thisworld andHe
was no lessdependent on the Father for His resurredion dso.

7. What remar kable thing does Jesus exclaim upon Hisdeath? Mark 15:33-37

Note: The planwas that Jesus would die for the human race andthen the Father
would raise Himup. But, Jesusiscrying out to His Father that He feds
abandoned. What has gone wrong with the plan? Hereisthe paoint to the
entire sacrificeright here... He fedsthat the off ense of the sins of the whole
world istoo geat for the Father to accet in His sacrifice He does not fed
his Father’s presenceany longer. The hope of the resurredion went with that
abandonment. He could not saveboth the world and Himself. He had to
choose between the world and Himself...AND HE STILL GOESTHROUGH WITH IT!!!
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Do you know what Heis @ying in thisact? That Heloves us morethan He
loves Himsdlf! That He was willi ng to de dernally without the hope of
resurredion so that we wuld live That He waswilli ng to be dernally
separated from His Father whom He had keen together in fellowship from
eternity. That He was willi ng to sacrificeneve being alde to seeHis Father’s
faceagan, in order that we would be saved. That is how much Heloved us.
Thisisthe depth of His supreme sacrificefor us.

In Psalms 22 we real the remarkable acount of a aucifixion and the very words that
Jesus uttered before He died. Thisacour gives us a due into the deg emotional
pain that wradked His heat while onthe aoss

8. How does Jesus describe Himsdlf in verse 6?

9. What has Christ doneto show usthelove of God? 1 John 316

Note: Jesus laid dowvn Hislife andwas willi ng to be blotted ou of exstencethat
we might livein His place Thisis how much the aossdemonstrated God' s
lovefor us snners. By this supreme sacrifice Jesus wastelling s snners that
He loves us more than Himself.

10.How should this supreme sacrificeaffed us?
1 John 419; 2 Corinthians 5: 14, 15

Conclusion: When we seethe lovethat Christ hadin choosing us over
Himself it awakenslovein us. Thisistheright motivation for accepting
Christ. Beaause He has hown us how much He loves uswe @an begin
to slowly start to trust Him with our hearts and lives.



ANsSWER KEY TOo L EssON #4

Q. 1- Crucify Him

Q. 2- stoning

Q. 3- they wanted Him cursed of God

Q. 4- by being made a arsefor us

Q.5 Yes

Q. 6- The Father

Q. 7- “My God, my God why have you forsaken Me?’
Q. 8-aworm

Q. 9- Helaid down Hislifefor us

Q. 10 It beginsto draw usto Him



